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”BULLDOG,” THE FLAG-WAVER
Peter “Bulldog” Besanko – the most decorated cyclist in Melbourne to Warrnambool bike race history – will wave the chequered flag on the finish line in Raglan Parade at the classic’s 100th staging on Saturday, October 17.
Besanko, 60, contested the 279-kilometre race 17 times for a remarkable three victories, four fastest time awards, a second placing and three thirds.

“I am proud and honoured to be asked by the Warrnambool Citizens’ Road Race Committee to perform the ceremonial waving of the flag,” Besanko said.

“I was supposed to have an operation to fuse my right ankle around that time, but I’ve put it off.

“I hope it’s not a big bunch screaming across the finish line – I’ll be hobbling out of the way very quickly.”

Besanko, who now lives a hermit-style life on a small property North of Melbourne, said he always regarded the “Warrnambool” as Australia’s biggest one-day race.

“To me, it was a Group 1 classic like the Cox Plate for racehorses,” he said. “I always worked myself up for it.”

WCRRC chairman Brendan Gleeson said Besanko was the logical choice to wave the chequered flag to welcome the winner of the 100th classic.

“’Bulldog’ was one of the great characters of Australian road cycling,” he said. “He was a key player in the ‘Warrnambool’ for two decades.”

Mr. Gleeson also advised that Jim Taylor, who rode off scratch with the amazing Olympic double gold medallist Russell Mockridge in the epic 1957 “Warrnambool,” would be one of three joint starters for the 100th classic, which will take off at 7.30 a.m. at Werribee’s Eagle Stadium.

The other trigger-pullers will be Victoria’s Sports Minister John Eren and Rob Annells, executive chairman of the classic’s major sponsor Lakes Oil.

The “Warrnambool” will be contested by 300 cyclists, including a record 26 women. It will be the biggest field since Coburg’s Iddo “Snowy” Munro clocked fastest time and beat the steam train from Warrnambool to Melbourne in 1909.

The classic is the feature race on Cycling Australia’s 2015 Subaru National Road Series calendar.
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